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Letters 


The Pope an^Agca 


To tbe Editor: V 

EdwardTay Epstein’s review of yTbe Plot to i 
Kill tbe Pope”!by Paul Heme and "The Time of the 
Assass i ns” byClaire Sterling (Jan. 15) struggles 
embarrassingly tDTXJke'hdIes in tbe evidence that 
tbe Bu lg a rian * intellige nce serviceand its K.G.B. 
masters 'were’befaind the plot to kill 'the Pope. 

'Tocompare i tbeTearasBoak Depository’s oon- ! 
^trol or lacktbereof over LeeHarvejrOswald and 
tbe Darzfaavna Sigurnost’s control over-Mehmet -! 

AliAgcaislaughableandunworthyof a man of Mr 

Epstein’s brilliance. 

Mr. Epstein finds' it Significant thattbe CJ.A. 
has not turned up evidence supporting theHenze- 
Sterling thesis. One wonder how carefully be read 
Miss Sterling’s book. She shows that the C.IJL, like 
: some in the media, has shown far greater interest 
in Lry ing to andermine the case than in trying to 
find evidenceto support it. Tbe reasons for this are 
murky, bat perhaps there are those an tbeX.1 A. 
wh o share tbe view of the young Washington re- 
porter who toldMiss sterlmgTTEveiuflfWasfifuer 
ryou shouldn’t have published it.” The Italians say . 

' that there was an unusual burst of coded communi-. 
cations between the Bulgarian Embassy in Rome 
and Sofia immediately following the attack on the I 
Pope. Perhaps tbe National Security Agency has 
decoded those messages, and perhaps not. They 
aren’t saying. Reed Irvine 

• 7 "'. • 1 Chairman of the board, 

x Accuracy in' Me dia. Inc. 

’ ~ - Washington 
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